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OSH HOUSE, NEAR DORKING,
UNITED KINGDOM
ARCHITECT: TOH SHIMAZAKI

show a critigue of tradition, heritage and
architectural expression.

The winning house by Polish architect
Robert Konieezny of KWK Promes applics
this critique on a number of levels and
executes the ideas in an architectural
solution with elegance and finesse. It
inverts fundamental conventions of how a
house is structured and thus how we live.
By cleverly manipulating the local
customary ‘cube’ house it deals with the
issue of arrival, thresholds and privacy.

It is accepted that because of the house's
location it will be reached by car, although
this approach conflicts with the natural
desired orientation of the house towards

ASHOK PATEL RESIDENCE,
AHMEDABAD, INDIA

ARCHITECT: MATHAROO ASSOCIATES

the sun. By bringing the driveway and
entrance under the building, one overcomes
this and enters in the middle of the house -
inverting what is considered back and
front, inside and ourtside, public and
private. A subtle game is played by placing
one at the centre of the home as one
arrives: almost within it, while sull
outside. This blurs the distinction of

public and private, making it unclear

when one crosses the threshold between
them. The house also appears to satisfy

the client by displaying status through
grandeur, but - by referencing a local
aesthetic — it grounds the house

in a physical and cultural context.

In the case ol the Old House in
Melbourne, featured on the front cover, the
application of a 1:1 photograph of the
demalished house to the facade of the new
building eritiques and challenges how we
preserve, and why we revere cxisting
buildings and streetscapes. It questions the
nature of the image, the facade as a
communicator and the role a particular
surface can play in a dialoguc. This has
been raised by another Melbourne
architectural firm, Cassandra Complex. In
this casc a billboard-size image of Pamcla
Anderson is applied to the front facade,

While these are ideas that can and
have been explored by public buildings,




